550           DIARY OF GIDEON WELLES   [MARCH 10

that Borie yielded to him. Faxon commenced to inform
B. of the general routine, but Porter stopped him, and said
Faxon could inform him (P.) and he would communicate
to B., and B. submitted meekly.

The War Department is put in the keeping of the
General and the Navy Department is under the control of
the Vice-AdmiraL All things are tending to centralization
and military supremacy.

Faxon and E. T. Welles took leave of the Department
to-day. Their resignations were tendered on the 8th and
accepted when a successor could relieve them. Faxon took
the noon train to-day for Connecticut. He has been asso-
ciated with me the last eight years, and our intercourse has
been always pleasant. I have found him ever faithful and
useful, and cannot but feel regret at our parting. He tells
me that Schofield is not pleased with the recent order
placing the General over the War Department, and has
asked to be speedily relieved. The ex-President, Johnson,
goes to Baltimore to-morrow to attend a banquet tendered
him by the city authorities, and has urged me to go with
him, but I declined; wish he had also, and hope he will
attend no others.

March 11. Grant has finally surrendered and nominated
Boutwell for the Treasury. He would not at the beginning
give him the place, but has been humbled and subdued in
a measure by the exposure of his ignorance in the first in-
stance; by his readiness to cheat the law in the second;
third, by his inability to procure a repeal of the enactment
and being finally compelled to withdraw his grossly im-
proper proposition. The Radicals have been very clamor-
ous and violent for distinctive recognition as a power,
which Grant has tried to evade, but he at last yields. He
'yields in another respect from his repeated declarations and
immovable principles that he would not have two members
of his Cabinet from one State. But it is reported that this
difficulty will soon be corrected. The Supreme Court is to